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Water Abstraction Permit Approval Reform: Regulatory Risks and the Construction of a
Prevention and Control System
Alimire-Abula
Kashgar River Basin Management Center, Tarim River Basin, Xinjiang Kashgar

[Abstract] The water abstraction permit approval system is a core mechanism for implementing rigid water
resource constraints and regulating the development and utilization of water resources. The reform focuses on
optimizing the "streamline administration, delegate power, and improve regulation and services" approach,
simplifying approval processes and delegating approval authority. While providing institutional safeguards for the
efficient allocation of water resources, the reform has also introduced new risks, such as imbalances in regulatory
authority and responsibility, insufficient technical support, and poor coordination mechanisms. Based on the
core direction of the reform, this paper systematically analyzes the primary regulatory risks associated with water
abstraction permits post—reform. It incorporates practical scenarios from the water resource management
practices of the Kashgar River in the Tarim River Basin. Furthermore, it proposes a scientifically robust
prevention and control system from the perspectives of defining authority and responsibility, leveraging
technology, collaborative governance, and credit constraints. This study aims to provide theoretical references
and practical pathways for enhancing the efficiency of water abstraction permit regulation and ensuring the
sustainable utilization of water resources.
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