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Market-Oriented Reform Paths and Policy Recommendations for Irrigation District Operation
and Management
Yongmei Gao
Water Resources Bureau of Wusu City, Tacheng Prefecture, Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region, Wusu City, Tacheng
Prefecture

[Abstract] The market—oriented reform of irrigation district operation and management is a critical pathway to
enhance water resource allocation efficiency, resolve the dilemmas of traditional management and protection,
and achieve the sustainable development of irrigation districts. Taking the irrigation district operation and
management system as the research object, this paper systematically analyzes the structural contradictions and
efficiency bottlenecks under the administration—dominated model, and demonstrates the necessity and
theoretical logic of introducing market mechanisms. Based on the theory of government—market relations,
public goods theory, and property rights economics, this paper constructs an analytical framework for the
market—oriented reform of irrigation district operation and management. From the dimensions of clarified
property rights, diversified subjects, water price formation, water rights trading, and capital participation, this
paper reviews the specific paths and implementation models of market—oriented reform. The aim is to promote
the transformation of irrigation district operation and management from an "administrative monopoly" to a new
governance structure featuring "government supervision, market operation, and social participation," thereby
providing theoretical reference and policy insights for the modernized governance of irrigation districts in
China.
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