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[Abstract] Comprehensive reform of agricultural water pricing is a crucial measure to promote agricultural
water conservation and ensure the sustainable operation of water conservancy projects. Its core lies in
establishing a scientific and rational water pricing mechanism, coupled with the implementation of precision
subsidies and water—saving incentive policies, to balance the goals of water conservation with the burden on
farmers. Taking the affordability of water users as the entry point, this paper explores the connotation of water
user affordability and its influencing factors, and analyzes the core elements of the agricultural water pricing
mechanism. The paper proposes to improve the water pricing mechanism by introducing dynamic adjustment
factors linked to affordability, strengthen the design of subsidy and incentive policies based on water user
affordability, and perfect the multi—party collaborative management and supervision system as well as safeguard
measures. These steps are intended to ensure the sustainable advancement of the reform, enhance policy
effectiveness, and promote the sustainable utilization of agricultural water resources.
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